The Otterbein Speak Easy Forensics Tournament
AT  
 OTTERBEIN UNIVERSITY
October 24, 2026

Come join us for an in-person speech and IPDA debate tournament on Saturday, October 24 in lovely Westerville, OH, past home of the Anti-Saloon League. More tournament details are included in this invitation. We will be offering:

· Competition in 12 I.E. events including Radio Broadcasting (new rules)

· Four rounds of IPDA with appropriate elimination rounds.

· Open and Novice Divisions of IPDA.

· Awards to all contestants advancing past prelim rounds.

· School Sweepstakes awards to the top three schools.

· Easy tournament entry at www.speechwire.com

· An all you can eat pizza lunch for $5.00 a person.

See you in person in October!

Susan Millsap  
Director of Forensics
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BRACKETS:  A: Extemp, Prose, Informative, Radio Broadcasting, Duo, Rhet. Crit.
 B: After Dinner, POI, Poetry, Persuasion, Impromptu, Dramatic Interp.

Debaters can enter Bracket A events and can only do one event in Brackets B. Speakers cannot double enter in Extemp and Radio Broadcasting.

SCHEDULE:

7:30-8:00 - Registration and breakfast items in Roush Hall Lobby

8:00        IPDA Draw RD 1(Round begins at 8:30)
9:00        IPDA Draw RD 2 (round begins at 9:30)
9:30        Radio and Extemp Draw (debaters draw last)
10:00      RD 1A
11:15      IPDA Draw RD 3 (rd begins at 11:45) and RD 1B
12:00      Pizza Available in Roush Lobby
12:30	   Radio and Extemp Draw
1:00        RD 2A 
2:15        IPDA Draw RD 4 (rd. begins at 2:45) and RD 2B
4:00        Debate Elims begin and continue as posted
4:00        Extemp and Radio Draw for final round
4:30	   Finals Bracket A
6:00        Finals Bracket B 
7:30 	   Awards        

[bookmark: _Int_if4K0T6g]EVENTS:   All I.E. will follow NFA rules. IPDA will follow individual IPDA rules.  Rules for RADIO BROADCASTING: 
For each round, contestants receive a selection of 3 topics from media stories drawn from the past week and will have 30 minutes to prepare a 5-minute radio news broadcast. All 3 topics must be covered in their broadcast. Students may add special interest stories as well, but this is not required. Notes are permissible, and the speaker should perform seated, facing the judge. Contestants should include original call letters and transitional remarks.  The broadcast should be organized, clear, well-delivered, and adhere to the time frame of the event.  Contestants are encouraged to time themselves. 5-minute maximum time limit.

ENTRIES: Each school may enter an unlimited number of students.  In the case of excessively large entries, your students may meet each other so we can use your judges. Please enter our tournament at Speechwire.com

ENTRY DEADLINE: 5:00 PM Eastern Standard Time - Tuesday, October 20.  Changes can be made without penalty until Wednesday at 3:00.

AWARDS: All contestants advancing past preliminary rounds will receive awards.  Sweepstakes awards will be presented to the top three schools.  

JUDGES: One judge covers 6 I.E. OR 2 Debate slots.  Please try to cover your slots!  We do not have a large pool of hired judges.

[bookmark: _Int_RkDVh3eT][bookmark: _Int_mKoUL8UH]FEES: We are charging $10/IE slot and $20/IPDA slot. There is also a charge of $5.00 per person for the pizza lunch.  Judging fees are $10 for each uncovered I.E. slot and $50 for each uncovered Debate slot. We would rather have your judges than your money.  Fees are determined at the entry deadline.  Drops made after the change deadline are $10 per drop.  A dropped judge will cost you $75 per judge dropped.

LODGING: The following are hotels that are close to Otterbein University.

· Aloft Hotels Westerville - 32 Heatherdown Dr, Westerville 	Phone: (614) 899-6560
· Ramada Inn Columbus North – 6767 Schrock Hill Ct.		Phone: 614-890-8111
· Hampton Inn – Polaris – 8411 Pulsar Pl.				Phone: 614-885-8400
· Comfort Inn North/Polaris – 8400 Lyra Dr. 			Phone: 866-539-0036
· Holiday Inn Express Polaris – 2010 Polaris Pkwy.		Phone: 888-465-4329
· Fairfield Inn – 9000 Worthington Rd. Westerville, OH     	Phone: 866-678-6350

PARKING AT OTTERBEIN:

Park in the lot behind Roush Hall on Park Street.  Please do not park in the parking lot on Grove Street across the street from Roush Hall. The theatre uses this lot for performances in the evening.

If you have questions or concerns please call me at the office at 614-823-3386.  If you need to reach me on tournament day call my cell at 614-906-6360.  Susan Millsap
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